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again interrupted. He then said: " He should not take up the time of the Court by any subterfuge. He admitted the charge of coming in arms as the leader of a French force to invade Ireland, but said it was as a man banished, amputated from all natural and political connection with his own country, and a naturalised subject of France. Bearing a commission of the French Eepublic, it was his duty implicitly to obey the commands of his military superiors. He produced his commission, constituting him Adjutant-General in the French service, his orders, &c. &c. He said he knew, from what had already occurred to the officers native of Ireland who had been made prisoners on this expedition, what would be his fate. On that, however, he had made up his mind.
" He was satisfied that every liberal man, who knew his mind and principles, would be convinced that in whatever enterprise he had engaged for the good of his country, it was yet impossible that he could have joined in approbation or given aid to the fanatical and sanguinary atrocities perpetrated by many of the persons engaged in the recent conflict. He hoped the Court would do him the justice to believe that from his soul he abhorred such abominable conduct. He had in every public proceeding of his life been actuated by the purest motives of love to his country, and it was the highest ambition of his soul to tread the glorious paths chalked out by the examples of Washington in America and Kosciusko in Poland. In such arduous and critical pursuits success was the criterion of merit and of fame. It was his lot to fail, and he was resigned to his fate. Personal considerations he had none ; the sooner he met the fate that awaited him the more agreeable it would be to his feelings; but he could not repress his anxiety for the honour of the nation whose uniform he wore, and the dignity of that commission he bore as Adjutant-General in the French service.
" As to the sentence of the court-martial, which he so fully anticipated, he had but one wish, that it might be inflicted within an hour. The only request he had to make